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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Principal Officers; Compensatory
Arrangements of Certain Officers.

 
On January 25, 2025, Naveen Yalamanchi resigned from the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Rocket Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (the “Company”),
effectively immediately.  Mr. Yalamanchi’s decision to resign from the Board did not involve any disagreement on any matter relating to the Company’s
operations, policies or practices.
 
On January 25, 2025, the Board, upon the recommendation of the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee of the Board, appointed Piratip
Pratumsuwan to the Board,
effective January 27, 2025.
 
Pursuant to the Company’s non-employee director compensation policy, the Board granted Mr. Pratumsuwan options to purchase $360,000 (the “First
Option Grant”) and
$155,000 of (the “Second Option Grant”) shares of the Company’s common stock, respectively, at an exercise price equal to the closing
market price per share of the Company’s common stock on the Nasdaq Global Market on the date of grant. The First
Option Grant will vest in equal
monthly installments over a three-year period, and the Second Option Grant will fully vest on the first anniversary of the date of grant, in each case subject
to Mr. Pratumsuwan’s continued service on the Board.
 
Mr. Pratumsuwan, age 33, brings over a decade of experience in healthcare investment and research. As Managing
Director, Research Analyst at RTW
Investments, a healthcare-focused investment firm, he has been integral to guiding the firm’s investment strategy since joining in 2014 directly from
academia. Mr. Pratumsuwan specializes in researching
transformative technologies, with a particular focus on gene therapy and gene editing. He leads
RTW Investments’ comprehensive efforts in these fields, which encompass investments in both public and private companies as well as within academic
institutions. Mr. Pratumsuwan holds an M.A. in Biotechnology from Columbia University and a B.S. in Biochemistry from McGill University.
 
There are no arrangements or understandings between Mr. Pratumsuwan and any other person pursuant to which Mr. Pratumsuwan was appointed as a
member of the Board. There
are no family relationships between Mr. Pratumsuwan, on the one hand, and any director, executive officer or any other person
nominated or chosen by the Company to become a director or executive officer, on the other. There are no related person
transactions (within the meaning
of Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K promulgated by the Securities and Exchange Commission) between Mr. Pratumsuwan, on the one hand, and the
Company, on the other.
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